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Does the chief really know what’s happening?

B Joe Dreyer

According to the Electrical Chief at the Greater Tzaneen Municipality,
Sam Lelope, the rumours that there were not enough vehicles for the
technicians to attend to numerous faults on the power grid this past
week, were not true. Large parts of Tzaneen, Letsitele and Haenerts-
burg were left without power on Monday and Tuesday after Eskom's
area-wide shut down on Sunday for maintenance.

Sunday’s scheduled outage commenced at 06:00 and was meant to
be restored by 18:00 but the lights were back on at 18:15, much to the
delight of all residents. That joy was short lived however as not 20 min-

utes later the power was out again. It came back on 20 minutes or so
after that and went off again less than 10 minutes later. This continued
until just after 19:00 that evening before it appeared as though the
grid had been stabilized.

Monday and Tuesday saw outages in various suburbs with techni-
cians tending to cable faults. When no feedback was given to the res-
idents on the progress of their fault repairs after hours without power
on Tuesday, Ward Councillor Chrizelle Dreyer and PR Councillor André
Moss, contacted the control room after failing on numerous attempts
to reach any of the electrical department’s management on any of
their listed numbers. When the control room could not be reached on
the landline, the councillors contacted the technicians on their listed
numbers who then informed them that there were not enough vehi-
cles for them to tend to all the faults in some of the areas. Some res-
idents were told the same when they too contacted the technicians.

Reportedly one of the vehicles was in the Politsi area, one vehicle
was in the Letsitele area, another vehicle was in Tzaneen town whilst
another was tending to a fault in Lushof. The technicians also claimed
that there were vehicles parked at a local car dealership service de-
partment, which had already been serviced, but not delivered due to
payment not having been made. This meant that of the seven vehicles
available to the technical team, only four were in operation.

Councillor Dreyer then drove to the GTM offices to speak to the act-
ing municipal manager Alec Nkuna. Nkuna was not available, but his
secretary contacted Sam Lelope, the director of electrical engineering

services who then called Dreyer a short while later.

Lelope denied that there were not enough vehicles for his techni-
cians and said that it was merely a rumour that two vehicles were
awaiting payment at a local workshop. He said that there were seven
working vehicles available for his team to do their work. He agreed
that communication between the control room and the community
mernbers was lacking and that they would have to find an easier way
to improve communication between the GTM and their clients.

In the meantime, Bulletin sent an inquiry to the spokesperson of the
GTM, Vutivi Makhubele. “There are two GTM vehicles at BB Motors, of
which one awaits authorisation to be released by the service provider
because the vehicle is still under warranty and the municipality is not
liable for the payment,” she said in her response. “The other vehicle
awaits an order which is currently being processed by finance, this is
a supply chain procedure that the municipality is required to follow
before affecting payments.’

Does this mean that the report Lelope claimed he was reading whilst
speaking to the councillor was factually incorrect, or perhaps outdat-
ed? Or is the chief of the electrical department out of touch with what
is truly going on in his department? Residents are hot under the col-
lars because of his reluctance to engage them on any of the issues per-
sonally, and his refusal to become involved on any of the fault report-
ing groups. Bulletin has on numerous eccasions in the past attempted
to interview Lelope, but each time we have been denied an interview
and our questions are directed to the spokesperson.

Another death at PMC

exact cause of what is the third
fatal accident in the last three
years at the mine. In 2018, five

m Billy Sibuyi

A 28-year-old contractor, Com-

Mediclinic in a stable condition.
“We have conducted an In-lo-
co investigation, and this will be

The Lion Man’s case
postponed to 2022

fort Mnisi, died after falling 28
metres from the top of a scaf-
folding on the premises of the
Palabora Copper mine (PMC)
last week. The accident occurred
on Tuesday evening, the 7th of
December, reportedly whilst a
safety officer, construction su-
pervisor, and an engineer were
on site. He was an employee of
Multifab, a construction compa-
ny contracted by PMC.

Mnisi’s untimely death comes
on the heels of that of Anaph
Seemela, who died in a separate
incident in October after he was
crushed by a diverter car. This
incident raised some eyebrows
at the Department of Mineral Re-
sources and Energy (DMRE) who
issued the mine with a section 54
notice. "

A source at the mine told Bul-
letin that Mnisi was not properly
strapped in whilst on top of the
scaffolding which is in contra-
vention of the safety regulations.
The DMRE is establishing the

miners were burnt to death after
a conveyor belt caught fire un-
derground.

This has now led to the indus-
try to pledge to take steps to
improve safety, after mining fa-
talities in South Africa increased
over the last two years succes-
sively. According to the Minerals
Council of South Africa (MCSA) as
of December this year, 72 miners
have died in South African mines
compared to 2020 where the
industry saw 60 fatalities, com-
pared to 51 the previous year.

The spokesperson for PMC,
Abby Ledwaba, confirmed the
accident and said that at approx-
imately 17:10 at the construction
site, Lift Il (new mine develop-
ment) whereby Comfort Mnisi, a
rigger, fell from a scaffolding ledg-
er to the crusher rock box level.

He explained that Mnisi was
rescued by the mine's proto
team and brought to surface at
approximately 19:15, and that
Mnisi was admitted to Tzaneen

succeeded by a full investigation
to be conducted by th€ Depart-
ment of Mineral Resources and
Energy in conjunction with the
management team and organ-
ized labor to establish the cause
of the accident. The intention
with the investigation is to es-
tablish the facts on the accident
and ensure that we [can] devel-
op interventions to avoid similar
accidents in the future stated
Ledwaba.

The DMRE has issued instruc-
tions in terms of section 54 of
the Mine Health and Safety Act,
halting all operations involving
working at heights and the use
of lifting equipment. Further-
more, the employer was instruct-
ed to review the current safety
management system employad
at the mine. The management
team which.includes the engi-
neer and supervisors have also
been suspended from taking
health and safety decisions at
the mine.
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W Jeff Jackson

The case of attempted murder against Hoed-
spruit farmer Mark Scott-Crossley was postponed
in the Naphuno Magistrate court last week. The
case which in the past had attracted community
members supported by political parties, was this
week not well attended barring a few leaders of
the ANC and a handful of the red jumpsuit mem-
bers.

This a sequel to an incident several years ago
where a farm worker from the adjacent farms in
Hoedspruit was run over by a bakkie which was
allegedly driven by Scott-Crossley. He had since
been arrested after he handed himself over to
police in Pretoria where he had fled to after the
incident. He had since been denied bail when he
appeared in court two years ago.

The case has been followed closely by polit-
ical parties and the ANC Youth League. Before
the Covid-19 restrictions on movement and the
gathering of people, the magistrate’s square was
crowded with angry community members who
were bussed into the court squares every time
Scott-Crossley was set to appear. The result was
usually protests in the streets before and after
each appearance.

His appearance last week was attended by the
councillors from the red brigade and the exec-
utive committee members of the ANCYL. After
the postponement of the case to early next year,
there was a meeting between the youth leaguers
and the fighters. It was aimed
at garnering more sup-
porters for the coming
appearance. Crossley
made headlines sev-
eral years ago after
he allegedly threw
workers from his
farm into a lion en-
closure.

P i

e

Further rgether

Join South Africa’s

top brands in VodaPay

N ——

South Africa’s biggest brands are




a-— Letaba Herald / News

Friday December17, 2021

—_,mﬁm_om Herald m

fieds

To place a classifieds advert contact | Tel: 015307 5050 | Email: reception@herald.coza

0000
NOTICES

0008
EMPLOYMENT
WANTED

EMPLOYMENT
WANTED :

Computer literate
Receptionist
Data Capturing
General worker
Please call :

0714902035

——CMO01765

EMPLOYMENT
WANTED ;

| am looking for
employment as a :
Domestic worker ,
General worker , Office
cleaner , Créche
worker Look after
children .

Wash and lron . Speak
Afr . Sleep in or out .

Please call :

0635757954 /

0723752474
—————CM001813

EMPLOYMENT
WANTED :

| am looking for
employmentas a :
Domestic worker ,

General worker , Office
cleaner , Creche
worker Look after
children . Speak Eng
and Afr

Sleep out .
Please call :

073872836
—————CM001776

Classifieds

EMPLOYMENT
WANTED :

1 am looking for
employmentas a :
Domestic worker ,

General worker , Office
cleaner , Creche
worker Look after
children . was and
ironing .

Sleep in or out .
Please call :

0792967655
——————CMooie12

EMPLOYMENT
WANTED :

| am looking for
employment as a

Domestic worker
General worker ,
Office cleaner ,
Creche worker Look
after children .
Speak Eng and Afr

Sleep out .
Please call :

0738720836

——F CMo01811

A m e

1 AM LOOKING FOR
EMPLOYMENT :

| am looking for
employment as a :
Domestic worker , | can
do washing and ironing

Look after children .
speak Afr . Sleep out .
Mon to Fri .
Please call :

0733888990
—————————CMoo1787

| AM LOOKING FOR
EMPLOYMENT :

Looking for
employment as :

Driver with C1
Merchandiser
Ambulance assistand

-

Please call :

0721348733 /

0732913657
MO01814

ADVERTEER
HIER...

SKAKEL

015 590 4400
S

0015

ACCOMMODATION

FLORA
GUESTHOUSE :

2 SALIE STREET
FLORA PARK
TZANEEN

Day and Night
services :R200.00. p
/night , p/room

Daytime visit to rent
and bath , R60.00
per person ( 3hours,)

OPEN BETWEEN
08:30 AM TO 19:00
PM

NO WALK INS
ALLOWED AFTER
19:00 PM
FOR BOOKINGS
CALL :

0735160137
0842837766
082 6969431

—— CM001772

0017
SERVICES

DASS :

Refrigeration,  air
conditioning.
Repairs, spares and
services to all makes
of domestic
appliances. Speed
Queen, Whirlpool,
Defy, Bosch, etc.

We collect and
deliver. 11 Plantation
Rd, Tzaneen.
015-307-1798 / 082
-898-0468.

|||C_Sooﬂmom

'Woodi

..,:a wpd periect peole

Suppliers of:
*CCA Poles
(SABS approved)
*Saligna Decks / Floors
*Pine Construction wood
(also CCA treated

0020

TRANSPORT

DUVENHAGE
MEUBELVERVOER

Where's the fairy
Godmother when
you need help
packing and
moving?

Bel Marlien vir enige
trekke,groot of klein,
naby of ver. Ons
doen ook
verpakking.
0832528928

—— CM001806

VERVOER &
VERPAK VAN
MEUBELS :

SKAKEL MELODY
VIR KWOTASIE

015-345-1192/
084-627-0956/
076-410-9503/
082-851- 7139

epos: trokirek
@mweb.co.za

web:  www.steynber
gmeubel

vervoer.com
— CM001803

Classifieds

VERVOER
TRANSPORT

STEYNBERG TROK
& TREKKER

8 TON TROKKE TE
. HUUR

“R31/KM + BTW, 12

TON TROK R33/KM
+ BTW,

35 TON TROK R49
/KM + BTW,

20 TON @ R41/KM
+BTW,

LOWBED TRAILER
@ R49/KM +BTW

EENRIGTING
(TERME &
VOORWAARDES
GELD)

SKAKEL
KWOTASIE:

VIR

0764108503
0828517139
015-3451192

0846270956
————————CMo01804

0023

PROPERTY FOR SALE

FOR SALE!!

Supermarket and
Hardware on
80mx120m stand
situated in Leretjeni
Village, Bolobedu
South. Busy Area.
Price Negotiable.

Contact Mr
Nakana@0760833765

for viewing.
001815

3 BEDROOM HOUSE
FOR SALE:

House for sale in
Mwamitwa ,
Lwamdlamuni Village .

3 Bedrooms , Kiichen ,
Sitting room , Mango

and Nartjie trees with a

Bybelstudiegroep sluit jaar af

Macadamia Bybelstudiegroep het onlangs hul afsluitingsgeleenheid vir die jaar gehou. Voor
is Jennalee de Fillete, Gail Loughner-Clark, Salume Malatji, Naomi Wesseloo, Minnelise
Bruwer, Anne Owtram, Tertia Schoeman en Marion Ferguson. Agter is Maureen Meyer,
Amanda Vorster en Jean Patterson. Anne het sedert die neem van die foto gesterf.

l Unicorn reaches
out to SPCA

Learners from Unicorn
Preparatory recently
visited the SPCA to

learn more about the
association’s work. They
also delivered food for
the animals collected at
the school. In the photo is

big yard .
headmaster lan Houston
Please call : and Ellie Potgieter, SPCA
0787113182 L
—————————CMo01797

0024
PROPERTY TO RENT

Selistorages

Em.aen-mm.-m

FORALL
LEGAL
NOTICES

Bm.meo 4400

3%_&8@_.53&.8."»

0030

LIVESTOCK

SHEEP FOR SALE
AT WOODII :

13 km from Tzaneen

via Letsitele (R71).
Please contact :
Phillip

082 450 0348,

— CMO001805

o n fe
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Film Festival

REC
RODLICTIONS

BOOK US NOW! T1:081 535 4386 C: 072 798 7014 C: 079 194 8023

Samsreec Productions Samsrec_Productions @Samsrec_P WWW.Samsrp.co.2a

Greater Tzaneen Municipality
Groter Tzaneen Munisipaliteit
Masipala Wa Tzaneen
Masepala Wa Tzaneen

Tel: 015 307 8000 Fax: 015307 8049

P.0. BOX 24 - TZANEEN - 0850 www.greaterizaneen.gov.za

The following position is being re-advertised and
:8 are invited to apply.
who applied before should not re-apply.

ERRATUM

RE-ADVERTISED

OFFICE OF THE MUNICIPAL MANAGER

MANAGER (Office of the Mayor)

(Job Id NO: 0/1/1/001)

Post type: Contractual (In line with the term of the Mayor)
Salary: R634 439.81 per annum (Job level 3)

1 X MAYORAL DRIVER/ CHAUFFEUR
(Job Id No. 0/1/1/0086)

Post type: Contractual (In line with the term of the Mayor)
Salary: R 279 826.33 per annum (Job level 10)

Closing date: 31 December at 12:00
Enquiries: Mrs H Maake (015) 307 8284/8006.
Greater Tzaneen Municipality is an Employment Equity Employer.
H.A NKUNA — ACTING MUNICIPAL MANAGER




